At that election William Smith was elected County Judge; W. W. Noyes, Clerk of tbe District Court; and James Hardy, Sheriff.
The first term of the District Court was held at what was then called Coonville, being on the site of the present thrivin" httle city of Glcnwood, in October, 1851. The eccentric James Sloan was the Judge who presided.
The first white settlers of Mills county were about thirty desciples of Joseph Smith, who in August, 1846, pitched their tents on the Missouri river bottom on tbe east side of Keg Creek, about four miles north of the present south line of the county. With others of their faith, after the death of their prophet, they had set out on their journey to the "promised land," but the season being late, preparations for winter became neccssai-y. The abundance of timber along the Missouri at this point afforded them material for log cabins, while food for their stock was readily obtained from the luxuriant growth of wild grass. Before winter came on they had erected at that place quite a number of cabins, pesenting something of a village-like appearance. They gave it the name of Rushville. A number of the original settlers of this village remained as permanent citizens of the county after the others left for Salt Lake. Among them was Wilham Brittain and his family. Before the Mormon settlement, however, other white men had traversed the soil of Mills connty. Henry Alice, who recently resided on the Missouri river bottom, near where the now extinct village of St. Mary used to be, in the fall of 1834 landed on the Nebraska side of the river where Bellevue is now located, where he acted as an assistant missionary to the Pawnee Indians, having been • appointed by the American Board of Foreign Missions. He came up the river in one of the American Far Company's ji boats. He did not locate on the Iowa side of the river in \ Mills county until in 1853, so that Mr Brittain and others k who came with the Mormons have precedence as the first |t permanent settlers. Î1 As early as 1836, Col. Peter A. Sarpy, who was for seme î time a citizen of Mills county, traded with the Indians on i| both sides of the Missouri. At an early day (in 1855) he laid out a town on the Mis.souri river bottom below the mouth of Mosquito Creek, some five or six miles from where s the present town, Pacific City, is located. In 1858 the writer . visited Col. Sarpy's town, where he spent an evening with the ; venerable proprietor and was entertained with many reminiscences of his pioneer days among the Indians on the Mis-, souri. He was a Frenchman, and the name of his town is , due to the fact that he and his followers were devoted Catholics. In 1858 St. Mary was a promising village, with a hotel , and several business houses, but a change in the channel of , " the Missouri long since obliterated it, and the site of St. . Mary is now in the river. Col. Sarpy too, has passed away.
He died at Plattsmouth, Nebraska, in January, 1865. The . State of Nebraska has named a county in his honor.
So, with the exception of traders and mis.siionaries among the Indians, the Rushville settlement of Mormons may be -considered as the first in Mills county. Many of the citizens r of to-day are scarcely aware that the place ever existed, but iu 1868, when the writer visited the place the ruins of Rushville were still visible. The burying ground is near by, and a rudely carved gi-avestone attracts the attention of the visitor. It is fashioned from native lime.stone, and a smooth ... surface of about one foot square, presents the following in-Ï scription: " J. Eastman, died April 10th, 1847, aged 60 , years." This is all that is known of perhaps the first white ' man who died in Mills county. The first white child born in : the county was Andrew J. Stewart, in the fell of 18i6. His ., parents, taking with them the "first bom," soon after ., this event removed to Salt Lake. Caroline L. Brittain was ; bom January 12th, 1847, and was perhaps the next whitê child who may claim Mills as her native county. i g Among the settlers at Rushville was Libeus T. Coon, who , became the proprietor of the town of Coonville, which was ,, located on the site of the present city of Glenwood. Mr.
Coon removed to Harrison county, Iowa, many years ago. Among his associates in the settlement of Coonville, were ' ,' Silas Hillman, William Brittain, G. N. Clark, Ira Hillman,
